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Recap

• Creating Guidance
• Categorizing and Investigating
• Mapping

• Standards
• Producing Benchmarks
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Machine vs. Human Readable

• Machine readable
– XML file with associated definition files

– Expressed by XCAT

• Human readable
– XML file with associated XSL Style Sheet

• Viewed in Internet Explorer
– Expressed by Administrators
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For example: SharePoint Server 2007
Machine ReadableHuman Readable
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Machine Readable…

• Typically
– XML files are fed into a tool, compliance checks run

– Administrator receives a compliance score

• May remediate items

• Done

• Idea is to manage
 

compliance over time
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• Runs automated checks by calling interpreter
– OVAL Interpreter

• Manually decide compliance 
– Question/answer prompts to the administrator 
– Manual (override) scoring 
– Mark rules as Not Relevant

• Off‐line report capability
• Maintains state –

 
audit logs
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XCCDF Content Automation Tool
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Demo: XCCDF Content Automation Tool
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